Abstract: Throughout the twentieth century, the sport has gained much importance in society and sparked interest from various sectors, including the political. Adolf Hitler used the XI 1936 Summer Olympic Games to show the world the strength of Nazi Germany and its rebirth after the defeat in World War I and the impositions of the Versailles Treaty. However, many of the facts historically reported on the 1936 Olympics are contested.
Introduction

"In a time of universal lies, telling the truth is a revolutionary act." (George Orwell)
The sport is now considered one of the greatest social phenomena of the world (Mostaro 2012 ). This development has made it to assume multiple possibilities, interesting different sectors of society, e.g., educational, political, economic, social, cultural sectors, among others (Maia 2010 ). The society is facing a phenomenon that, like all social phenomena, it is historically conditioned and culturally determined (Leite 2015) .
The 1920s and 1930s were landmarks of sports explosion as a mass phenomenon linked to a new lifestyle -urbanized and dynamic -that hit the most industrialized regions of the world. These regions have seen a revolution that took from the sport its playful character and turned it into a competition plant. This situation was exploited by many countries viewing athletes and national sports teams as an extension of politics (Salun 2012 ). The first politician who used the sport and the The shorthand version of the story that generations of Americans (and many peoples in the world) have learned over the past 80 years that Jesse Owens was good, while Nazi Germany was evil (Goldman 2009 . It can be said that no event in the history of modern sport has been more significant in either its impact or implications than the Summer Olympics of 1936 (Miller 1996) .
Olympic Games as a market instrument to promote his ideas was Adolf Hitler (Brazilian Olympic
In this way, we find it important to examine the gap between the disparity of shared mythical reports about the XI 1936 Berlin Olympics and the events that actually occurred. The aim of this study is: 1) compile and show as much detail as possible the events that occurred during this Olympiad; highlighting the proof of the long jump, the dispute between Owens and Long; 2) to verify Hitler`s reactions toward the African American victories; 3) analyze how was the creation of the myth surrounding the athlete Jesse Owens; 4) to present reports on global media coverage, from 1936 to the present day, and analyzing the perpetuating or not of these mythical reports in the current media.
To this aim, a wide and diverse research was conducted in several sources: books, papers, documentaries, reports, among others. Without claiming to prove a single fact, it is intended to provide insight to the readers to draw their own conclusions. This research does not consider or defend ideologies of any mentioned countries.
The "battle of colors"
"The real champion is not the one who comes in first, nor the one who wins the medal, but the one who surpasses its own limits."
In the summer of 1936, the German Luz Long was the European record holder in the jump distance (7.82 m, set at July 11, 1936) , was eager to compete against American Jesse Owens, the so called world record holder (8.13 m, established on May 25, 1935) . The proof of the long jump, held on 4 August, during the Berlin Olympic Games, was his first event against Owens (Easy Web, n.d.).
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In their obsession with racial superiority, the Nazis had dubbed it the "Battle of the Colors". Long's job was to demonstrate the superiority of the Nordic master race (Aryan) to the rest of the world (Wulzinger 2012 Owens was almost out of the long jump shortly after qualifying began (Schwartz 2005). He was the world-record holder in this event, but things did not start well. Owens had watched Long take several practice jumps into the sand (Murray 2012). As he was walking along the jumping sector, still wearing a sweater to test the terrain conditions, the red flag was raised, although he had not even jumped (Holmes 1974) , and he was immediately told that it had been his first attempt to qualify (Murray 2012). He was stunned when officials counted a practice of a small run down the runway and into the pit as an attempt (Schwartz 2005). In the second attempt, Owens seemed to have a good jump, but the red flag was raised again. He had passed the place limit for the jump (Holmes 1974) . It is speculated that probably the judges of organization were pressured by the Nazi regime to annul the heels of Owens and prevent a black race athlete won the race (Martinez 2012 ). Knowing he needed at least 7.15m to qualify for the final, the American sat on the grass discouraged (Schwartz 2005).
According to the documentary "Luz Long" produced by Javier Martinez (2012) for the Mexican network Efecto TV, the Nazi regime did not expected that Luz Long would do something that would astonish the whole world.
Owens has only one more try, he is impatient. At this moment he felt a hand on his shoulder (Beck 2013) . With one jump remaining, Luz Long, a tall, blue-eyed, blond and talented, apparently a model athlete in Nazi era, German long jumper who was his stiffest competition, introduced himself Hitler called Long particularly and greeted, as the foreign newspapers reported, cheerful, to have performed the feat to come second after a black stranger (Holmes 1974 The "official story" says that a black man entered Hitler's Coliseum and destroyed the theory of Aryan physical supremacy by winning four gold medals in track and field. The Führer, according to legend, was so horrified by Owens's triumph, he stormed from the Olympic stadium rather than shaking his hand, as he had with every other medalist (Broughton 2009 ).This famous passage would have occurred in the competition test of the distance jumping, as the main competitor for the gold medal was the German athlete Luz Long (Salun 2012).
However, Rick Shenkman (2013) at book "Legends, Lies, and cherished Myths of American
History" counterclaims that the myth concerning Owens and Hitler was completely unfounded.
Despite there being a lovely ring of poetic justice about it, the myth isn't true (Belam 2008 
Owens versus North American hypocrisy "The most evil of hypocrisy is simply not advise what you just do not do.
But believe you're still really happy that!" (Augusto Branco)
Always when it is referred to the story of Jesse Owens and the 1936 Olympics, it is told almost exclusively about the victory of a black against the racist theory of Hitler and Nazism, of good against evil. However, it is rarely told anything about the racist policy in which the United States lived in the same time. The repeated presence of African-American athletes on the medals podium called attention to the racial policies and practices not only in the country hosting the Olympics but also in their own homeland, where segregation was the ruling custom, South and North, when it was not also the law (Miller 1996) . For many African Americans athletes this was pure hypocrisy, they were concerned more about segregation at home than in Media coverage of the Games was the most intense so far. For the first time more than 41 countries were able to follow the games on the radio (Nestler, n.d.), 20 broadcast vans were made available to foreign media (Trueman 2015) . More than 300 radio stations broadcast the Games in more than 25 languages (Mostaro 2012). More than 300 million people on all continents followed the Nazi Olympics over the radio, by far the largest radio audience of any event up to that date (Krüger 2008 ). These were the first games televised, even if only in Berlin Here we can set another reflection: Hitler was defeated? It is often stated that Jesse
Owens' four gold medals humiliated Hitler by proving to the world that Nazi claims of Aryan superiority were a lie. But Hitler and the Nazis were far from unhappy with the Olympic results.
Not only did Germany win far more medals than any other country at the 1936 Olympics, but the Nazis had pulled off the huge public relations coup that Olympic opponents had predicted, casting Germany and the Nazis, falsely, in a positive light. In the long run, Owens' victories turned out to be only a minor embarrassment for Nazi Germany (About.com, n.d.).
Germany was the champion of the XI Olympiad, winning 89 medals in total, 59 % of medals more than the second place, with 33 gold medals, 37.5 % more, also the second place, the United States. The athlete with the most medals at the Olympics was the German Konrad
Frey (artistic gymnastics) with 6 medals in total (3 gold, 1 silver and 2 bronze).
As stated by Huizinga (2001 as cited in Mostaro 2012), in every game it is very important that the player can boast to others of their successes. Germany boasted through the "medals table" and reinforced the Nazi propaganda of a strong state and superior to the world.
The Games were a "war" that the Germans won and inflated their self-esteem to the real war that was to come.
German athletes won the most medals and the hospitality and the German organization After the 1929 world crisis of capitalism, idolatry and the creation of myths, including sports, can be easily understood, because, according to Salun (2012) , the 1930s was a golden era in the construction of myths in sports, film and music. Thus, after the victories in the 1936
Olympics, this was one of the reasons for creating and spreading the myth around Owens. According to Martinez (2012) working to be bigger, more beautiful and more "romantic" than it truly was. So it was certainly overvalued.
The Pierre de Coubertin medal
From an American point of view, the myth does three things: a) it simplifies the overall reality of events, while preserving the desired message; b) in addition, it simultaneously glorifies American heritage and defies Nazi ideals; c) heritage is the highly disputed branch of History which lends itself to the self-aggrandizement of a culture regarding its own past.
Similar, you will note, to the way that myth is presented in popular memory.
According to Wilson (2007) , Owens wrote three "autobiographical" books co-written by Paul Neimark. Owens' himself had mentioned that a number of incidents recounted in the books were exaggerations and fabrications which helped build his reputation. Over the years most historians have questioned the value of these books as records of fact. Nowadays, part of the media also questions (and even denies) the veracity of some facts related to Owens and the 1936 Olympics. Thus, adding to the excellent athletic performance of Owens, the fact of being American, and these events have just occurred in the 1936 Olympics, played in full Nazi Germany, we have the perfect setting for the creation of myths and symbols. As previously mentioned, this may not be the greatest misconceptions related to the 1936 Olympics.
By demonstrating a true Olympic spirit, which goes far beyond a simple athletic brand, a medal or a record; for his courage to "face" the Nazi regime; and his sense of friendship;
perhaps the greatest myth of the 1936 Olympic Games was the German athlete Luz Long.
Undoubtedly, in this Olympic spirit, Luz Long can also be considered one of the most important athletes in Olympic history. However, being German and have played the Olympics under the auspices of the Nazis swastika and Hitler's eyes, and as a way of devaluing the Germans made in this Olympics and everything that relates to Nazism, its history has never had as much impact as the African-American athlete Jesse Owens.
